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The hours are long and the pay

"4

is terrible but this job is easy
compared to some!

OK, easiest job first. IS 1856,
There are all kinds o > f
young people like !

one when you re just m S

You're a scarecrow!

It’s your job to s
eating seeds and |
You'll shout loudl
of wood togerther, t

Now do this for

Your pat

1f you r

getan

round vegetable that

fed to farm animals. Now

there’s something to look
forward to! Come on,

2 Sl 0 clack, clack!

horrible | scarecrow when he was six years old. He
tr.uth \ got so tired and bored that he fell asleep.

The farmer fined him two days’ wages!

| George Edwards started working as a
i
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IS 1347. Tanners make leather
from animal skins. As the apprentice
you're a tanner’s live-in helper.
have to do all the nasty st

First, you scrape the anima
clean it. Then you have ¢
skin. Tubs of old urine arc
getting off all thar dead
Thar's right, dunk it in th

Next, the skin needs to be
softened in a thick soup of water
and dog waste. The skins need
a proper squeeze so they go in

a tub — and you do, too! Stamp &
your feer. Get those toes working! P =

There's no pay for this job, and
you can't leave until your training
is over. Also, you stink! But at
least you make leather!
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Apprentices had almost no control over
what happened to them. In 1347,

a young apprentice tanner called Ellis
was given away to a new master.

He had no say in it at all.
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8. P lck If you can steal, you won't

! po starve. But if you get caught,
o the punishments are harsh.
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I’s 1833. What do you do if u é‘

can't get a proper job? Crim:

your only choice.

Criminal gangs love an enthus
small person like you. Pick;

is a common job — you ¢
training! You work wich other y
thieves, stealing things fror
bags and shops. It's simple

whatever you can, then
Just don't g ] ) ar
be locked u
Or even executed, St fOor ste ng

an apple or a pair of shoc
You could even be transported

In 1833, nine-year-old Nicholas White
was caught stealing some paint. He was
sentenced to death but was transported
to Australia instead

to another country. You might

never come back!
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at least you'll be well paid.

" g . G ong ad ) 2 ! Sure, you'll be wading
¢ £ around in human filth, but

In you go!

Ir’s 1536.
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your size to sq oW
drains i give them a good scrape i s

rape. {4921]13434 10} ‘SPIDMI}ID ISDM 3Y3 |]25

pino> hayy puy “jam piod asam hayy 3nq qol ajquiioy
D SDM }] "39D|Dg 3407 uojdwpy D $33)103 |ofol

ﬁ"il e .‘ 5,35414 94} Y32qD2Z1)3 UIANY INO PauD3)d ssaupy buog




You're all alone and the jobs
are tiring - and never-ending.
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IS 1880. Servonts «

Some very r C S

You star g in the morning

g the potties.

ning fireplaces

and stov veeping, ing tables,
C 19 I !
Scrub, scrub! You can fit in two or three | The 2 1 Laundry maids in one large house
hours of work before breakfast. Then ’ homble had 600 items to sort, scrub, wash,
there’s laundry, fetching, carrying, cooking, truth i dry, starch and iron every week.
polishing, sweeping ... it's endless! i 2 That's one item every ten minutes!
¢ ~—_
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IS 1759. A powder

Q young, benc ers: 1 who

lives on a wars b carry

rabs of S

Powder monkeys are s to be at

east 12 year > ften younger.

It’s a dang S t te simple.

Your rship S \mrships
Cannon balls and bits

the warship. Dea

Go to the storeroom, collect a -r tub of
gunpowder, then ger back to your cannon
Ready? Go!

It's a hard life at sea and the
danger is extreme - and terrifying.
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I’s 1799. Cocton

where dangerou

€ buy t

‘ But don't
ul {, tired, yo ink
in a tub of cold wat

Wak yOU ujf

You're paid pennies and you work crazy
hours. You suffer regular punishment
and risk injury every day.

} In 1799, Robert Blincoe started work as a

- | scavenger in a cotton mill. He was just seven
horrible g . g
| years old. Apart from having heavy weights
| truth j hung from his ears as punishment, he was
-] lucky - he only lost half a finger.
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You work hard for very little money, with the
risk of rockfalls and gas explosions.
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widm,
&

up, I want to
be a horse.

The

horrible ‘ at age nine. In 1842, a mine inspector
truth i asked her if she liked her job. Guess what?
She didn’t!

Mary Hague started work as a coal putter
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It’s the year 53. As a slave in
ancient Rome, you do 4/l the work.
You're good value, too — you cost
about the same as a small horse.

{

Bur don't worry, some of your jobs

aren’t so bad. You mi
work cleaning your owner'’s

Or you might have to pluck ¢

their armpit ha

even be a doorman, chained ¢

the door so you can’t wander off.

“- you ry to run away, things can

get very nasty. You'll have 'FUG’
— short for the Roman word fo
runawa o bll”llﬂ mntoe your :«er'hL’Od.

Then you'll be worked to death in the
mines. Better get back to plucking
that armpit hair!

The only good thing about this job is
that there may be a chance to buy
your freedom. Better start saving!
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I’s 1819. People burn coal for
cooking. There are chimneys
As a sweep, your job is to cle
chimneys — by climbing up

You can start work at aro

the smaller you are, the b

There’s poisonous soot «
brush. Some of t
through are no w

you're holding now

Nor keen? It doesn't «
smallish child wit

bought for a ve

put to work. Uj

Right, which job do
you want? Time to choose!

m! Joing to
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You can suffocate, be burned or just
get stuck. And the soot will give you
horrible diseases!

‘
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Il, come
It's not

op itself!

In 1819, the chimneys at England’s
Windsor Castle were climbed and

cleaned by two little sweep sisters.
And who was their master? Their dad!




Glossary

apprentice: someone learning how

to do a job
executed: put to death

factories: places where things

are made

fertilizer: something added to the

soil to help crops grow
hull: the outside surface of a ship

soot: the black powder left by

smoke in a chimney

starch: spray clothes to make

them stiff

transported: shipped to another

country as a type of slave

urine: the yellow liquid that takes

waste out of the body
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